About the Referendum Administration Issues Study
This study draws on experiences of administration from recent referendums on independence and
sovereignty, looking at Quebec, East Timor, Montenegro, South Sudan, the Falkland Islands, Scotland,
Catalonia and Iraqi Kurdistan. It seeks to identify the areas and activities which are critical in ensuring the
integrity and credibility of the Referendum Process.
The study highlights international standards and legal frameworks, drafting of referendum questions,
thresholds for turnout and for determining the results, administrative issues of the common roll, eligibility
for voting, polling by sub-regions or for a territory as a whole, out of country voting, and the importance of
organisational and financial management issues. It examines the conduct of voter education, the regulation
of referendum campaigners and of the media, seeking good practice to mitigate polarisation and reduce the
risk of the re-emergence of conflict. It aims thereby to illustrate the risks and the mitigation strategies that
could be of value in designing and implementing the referendum process in Bougainville.
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