
Status and Implementation of
the Peace Agreement and
Implications for Referendum
15th June 2019 has been set as the target date for a referendum to decide on Bougainville’s 
political future. �e delayed referendum is one of ‘three pillars’ contained in the 2001 
Bougainville Peace Agreement, which outlines:
  •   autonomy arrangements for an autonomous Bougainville Government;
  •   a constitutionally guaranteed referendum to be held 10-15 years after the   
       election of the autonomous Bougainville Government; and
   •   a weapons disposal plan

�is report aims to highlight the critical issues emerging from the implementation of the 
Bougainville Peace Agreement, and possible implications for the Administration of the 
Referendum preparations and the Outcome and its implementation.

�e report begins with a high-level summary of the Bougainville con�ict and subsequent 
peace process to explain why a referendum is being held in Bougainville. �is is followed by 
a review of progress made between 2001-2018 on the two conditions for setting the date of 
the referendum: weapons disposal and good governance.

�e objective is to highlight the key issues that need to be addressed urgently in order to 
have a successful and credible referendum outcome.
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