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The law-and-order komiti should be recognised and supported 
 
A law-and-order komiti (committee) is a group of respected community members whom the people see as leaders. The 
committee plays a key role in handling law and order issues and maintaining peace within the community. Additionally, it 
provides leadership and helps strengthen relationships among residents. However, the law-and-order committee is not officially 
recognized as a mediation or conflict resolution body in the country. 
 
Papua New Guinea National Research Institute (PNGNRI) releases Spotlight article, Volume 18, Issue 9, titled “The 
important role of the law-and-order komiti: Case of the Markham Bridge Community” by Research Fellow, Mary Fairio, 
who believes that komiti should be recognised and supported by the government to address law-and-order issues in their 
communities effectively.  
 
They not only address law-and-order issues but also provide leadership where government authorities are not present, and their 
presence contributes to a decrease in law-and-order issues in the communities. 
 
The paper recommends that: 
 

• The law and order komiti must be formally recognised with technical and financial support; 
• The law and order komiti must be trained on specific PNG laws so they can do their work effectively; 
• The network and relationships among the different individuals and groups or partners with the komiti must be 

recognised; 
• Further research is needed on the concept and the workings of the komiti; and 
• Their work must be appreciated more. 

 
The Media Release can be accessed on the PNG NRI website https://www.pngnri.org.  
 
Also, follow discussions and updates on the reports on our social media pages: 
 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pngnri 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/pngnri 
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-research-institute-of-papua-new-guinea-nri-/ 
 
For enquiries, please contact Samuel Kehatsin on Tel: 326 0061 or Email: Samuel.Kehatsin@pngnri.org. 
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