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Potential tourism products at Mandress community of East New Britain Province

The Mandress Ward (community) of East New Britain Province (ENBP) has a lot of natural and cultural resources that are
good for tourism which need to be exposed and marketed as tourist attractions.

The Mandress Ward, is part of the Inland Baining Local Level Government in the Gazelle District of Eastern New Britain
Province (ENBP). As a coastal Ward, Mandress offers a variety of land-based and marine tourism products. The area features
large forests and mountains with stunning lookout points, diverse bird species, waterfalls, and plantations. From the lookout
views tourists can see small islands, marine ecosystem, and natural beauty of the sea, while boat rides out of the Mandress beach
are also a potential high-adventure experience for visitors to the Mandress community. There are also hot springs surrounded
by natural vegetation that need to be developed. Apart from these natural resources, the Mandress community has some socio-
cultural resources, especially in traditional dances or performing arts.

Unfortunately, these tourism business opportunities remain untapped, according to Papua New Guinea National Research
Institute’s (PNGNRI) Spotlight by Dr Philip Kavan, released today titled “Untapped tourism potential and socio-cultural
resources: Case of Mandress community.” Tourists who visit ENBP have not seen the Mandress area yet because the
community faces hurdles such as poor road access, lack of government technical support, and limited infrastructure. There is
also lack of awareness by the community on the benefits of tourism and how to develop potential tourism sites. As a result, the
Mandress community is missing out on potential tourism business income and local employment opportunities.

The paper made the following recommendations for ENBP Tourism Authority to consider with the aim of exposing the tourism
products and attract tourists to the Mandress area:
e Visit the community to conduct awareness of tourists’ schedules to encourage the Mandress people to be prepared and
market their products;
e During the awareness visits, educate people on the importance of tourism and its economic benefits to the community;
e Assist the Mandress community with promoting and marketing the potential tourism products; and
e  Use digital platforms like social media to promote tourism attractions.

The Publication and Media Release can be accessed on the PNGNRI website https://www.pngnri.org.

Also, follow our social media pages:

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pngnri
X: https://x.com/pngnri
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-research-institute-of-papua-new-guinea-nri-/

For enquiries, please contact Samuel Kehatsin on Tel: 326 0061 or Email: Samuel.Kehatsin@pngnri.org.
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