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                         MEDIA RELEASE 
Tuesday 17 February 2026 
 

Climate change affecting Maisin communities in Oro Province, PNG 
 
The Maisin people of southern Collingwood Bay in Oro Province, Papua New Guinea (PNG), are severely affected by climate 
change, according to a PNG National Research Institute’s (PNGNRI) publication (Other Publication No. 9) titled “Climate 
change affected communities in southern Collingwood Bay” released today.  
 
The report, authored by Anna-Karina Hermkens, Lester Seri, Javier Leon, John Barker, and Valentina Becerra-Bravo, is based 
on a baseline study done in 2024 to assess the environmental impact of climate change events on the communities living in 
Collingwood Bay area. The report found that a series of compound weather and climate events since 2006 including flooding, 
coastal erosion, tropical cyclone, king tides and landslides has continuously destroyed villages, gardens, roads and bridges.  The 
Maisin people are concerned that this series of complex and compound climatological events will continue to negatively impact 
their livelihood into the foreseeable future. 
 
The Maisin people’s main concerns include gardens and villages continuously going underwater, food insecurity and lack of 
clean/fresh water supply, schools closing, and health issues such as lack of health services and medicines. 
 
The report’s recommendations to the Provincial and National Governments are as follows: 

• Establish a disaster assessment team to carefully assess the site and the long-term survival of the communities, in 
particular, food insecurity, and adaptation requirements with regards to community resettlements, flood control 
infrastructures etc; 

• Government, through the Department of Agriculture and Livestock to assess the soil for gardening and recommend 
better gardening options for affected communities; 

• The Oro Provincial Government to establish a disaster and emergency unit to respond to communities affected in such 
natural disasters;  

• The National Government should prepare a collaborative action plan that will support Maisin people in their efforts 
to relocate their families and communities to safe locations. The National and the Provincial Governments should 
reach out to the current and potential development donor partners and seek possible collaborative support and 
assistance to the Maisin people. 

 

The Publication and Media Release can be accessed on the PNGNRI website https://www.pngnri.org.  
 
Also, follow our social media pages: 
 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pngnri 
X: https://x.com/pngnri 
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-research-institute-of-papua-new-guinea-nri-/ 
 

For enquiries, please contact Samuel Kehatsin on Tel: 326 0061 or Email: Samuel.Kehatsin@pngnri.org. 
 

Authorised for release by: 
 

Dr. Osborne Sanida 
PNGNRI Director
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