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MEDIA RELEASE 
Tuesday, 10 February 2026 
 

Unlocking the Potential of Sustainable Rural Tourism in Papua New Guinea  
 

Papua New Guinea (PNG) holds remarkable opportunities in the tourism sector, thanks to its stunning natural landscapes and 
vibrant cultures but these attractions remain largely untapped. In “Challenges and opportunities for developing sustainable 
rural tourism in Papua New Guinea” (PNGNRI Discussion Paper No. 222 released today), Dr. Philip Kavan, Wilson Kumne, 
and Julian Melpa examine the challenges and opportunities for developing sustainable rural tourism in PNG. 
 
The report aims to identify barriers and opportunities for local communities to create tourism products that enhance their 
livelihoods. The findings indicate that, despite their rich resources and creative skills, rural communities face significant 
challenges, including limited tools, inadequate funding, poor infrastructure, frequent electricity outages, insufficient 
government support, and insecurity in their areas. 
 
By addressing these challenges, Papua New Guinea can unlock its tourism potential, benefiting local communities and driving 
sustainable economic growth. It’s time to embrace the future of rural tourism in PNG and seize the incredible possibilities that 
lie ahead. Furthermore, increasing community awareness and fostering collaboration are crucial for developing sustainable 
 
The Media Release can be accessed on the PNGNRI website https://www.pngnri.org.  
 
Also, follow discussions and updates on the reports on our social media pages: 
 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pngnri 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/pngnri 
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-research-institute-of-papua-new-guinea-nri-/ 
 
For enquiries, please contact Samuel Kehatsin on Tel: 326 0061 or Email: Samuel.Kehatsin@pngnri.org. 
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