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There is a need to protect PNG’s cultural artifacts.

There is a need to preserve Papua New Guinea’s cultural artifacts, according to an Issues Paper (No. 49) released

today by the Papua New Guinea National Research Institute (PNGNRI).

In “Strategies to preserve and reclaim Papua New Guinea’s cultural artifacts,” Clara Bal, senior research officer, states
that PNG’s cultural heritage is at risk due to inadequate preservation and storage facilities at local museums, as well
as the loss of artifacts to museums overseas.

Many of PNG’s museums, including the National Museum and Art Gallery (NMAG) in Port Moresby, struggle to
preserve valuable cultural artifacts due to outdated infrastructure and inadequate environmental conditions within
the museums.

Given the poor condition of PNG museums today, the paper proposes the following methods to preserve PNG’s
cultural identity so that communities and future generations can benefit from it:

e Investing in modern museum facilities and research in cultural heritage;

e Promoting education and awareness among the country’s youths;

e Decentralising the management of museums; and

e Repatriation of PNG’s ethnographic objects currently scattered in various museums abroad.

The Media Release can be accessed on the PNGNRI website https://www.pngnri.org.

Also, follow discussions and updates on the reports on our social media pages:

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pngnri

Twitter: https://twitter.com/pnonti
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-research-institute-of-papua-new-guinea-nri-

For enquities, please contact Samuel Kehatsin onTel: 326 0061 or Email: Samuel. Kehatsin@pngnri.org.
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