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MEDIA RELEASE 
Tuesday, 20 August 2024 
 

PNG’s demographic transition slow and erractic 
 
Papua New Guinea’s (PNG’s) demographic transition has been slow and somewhat erratic, according to a paper released by 
PNG National Research Institute (PNGNRI). 
 

NRI Other Publication No. 07 titled “Papua New Guinea’s slow demographic transition since 1950: a Comparative 
Perspective”, authored by Dr. Geoffrey Hayes, compared Laos with PNG. It revealed that PNG has lower level of urbanisation, 
higher poverty rates, and a slower rate of economic growth, compared to Laos. 
 
The key findings from the paper include the following: 
 

• PNG and Laos started out in 1950 with a similar population and both countries reached 5 million at roughly the same 
time – Laos in 1996 and PNG is 1998.  

 
• After 1998, however, the paths PNG and Laos diverged, with growth slowing considerably in Laos and rapid growth 

continuing in PNG. By 2020, Laos had a population of 7.3 million while PNG had 9.9 million – a gap of 2.6 million. 
 

• Projected forward to 2050, the gap between the populations of PNG and Laos would continue to widen. While Laos’ 
population would level-off around 9.8 million by 2050, PNG’s population would reach nearly 15 million in that year. 

 
• In terms of Gross National Income (GNI), PNG’s GNI, is about one quarter larger than Laos’, resulting in a higher GNI 

per capita. But expressed in purchasing power parity, Laos has a significantly higher GNI per capita than PNG. 
 

• In terms of poverty levels, PNG compares unfavourably to Laos, with nearly 40 percent below the national poverty line 
compared with 18 percent for Laos.  

 
 

If the intention is to accelerate demographic transition in PNG, significant progress will be needed in both the pace of 
development and the delivery of family planning services. The rate of economic growth needs to increase to a level significantly 
higher than the rate of population growth, in order to boost per capita incomes.  
 
 

The Media Release can be accessed on the PNG NRI website https://www.pngnri.org.  
Also, follow discussions and updates on the reports on our social media pages: 
 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pngnri 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/pngnri 
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-research-institute-of-papua-new-guinea-nri-/ 
 
For enquiries, please contact Samuel Kehatsin on Tel: 326 0061 or Email: Samuel.Kehatsin@pngnri.org. 
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