
Cnr Goro-Kaeaga Road & Waigani Drive, Port Moresby, NCD | +675 326 0300 | www.pngnri.org 
inquire, inform, influence 

 

 
 
 
 

 

MEDIA RELEASE    

                  
Thursday 10th October 2024 

 
Launch of PNGNRI Report on: 

 “Rural-urban migration in search of better services in Kiunga, Western Province”  
 
The National Research Institute (NRI) is releasing its Discussion Paper No 214: ‘Factors driving rural-urban migration 
and its impacts: Case study of the Kubo and Febi people in Kiunga, Western Province’ authored by Professor Monica 
Minnegal and Dr John Cox of the University of Melbourne, and Dr Elizabeth Kopel of PNGNRI. 
 
The issue of rural-urban migration is a serious and contentious issue in PNG, especially with population growth and rural 
people moving in search of employment opportunities and better services, such as education or health. The discussion 
paper reports on a specific case in Western Province, that of the Kubo and Febi people of Middle Fly District who have 
come to settle in Kiunga, North Fly District. The paper examines the reasons why people leave their home villages and 
move into Kiunga. The ‘push factors’ that drive migration of the Kubo and Febi people into Kiunga town relate to the 
recent decline in basic services at their main village, Suabi. 
 
There are no ‘second generation’ of young people who have grown up in town and most settlers say they would return to 
their home villages if services were to improve. This presents an opportunity for the Provincial and District governments 
and other service providers to target investment in improving essential infrastructure for connectivity, village education 
and health services with a reasonable expectation of slowing or even reversing ‘urban drift’ for this group of people.  
 
The report suggests several ways in which the trend of migration can be addressed by improving rural services and giving 
people the option to remain in their villages. These include: 

• Improving the health and education services at Suabi and other villages in the Nomad LLG area; 
• Improving communications services in the remote communities; 
• Improving physical connectivity by road between Kiunga and the remote villages; 
• Improving access to tertiary and TVET education for people in Middle Fly District; 
• Providing ongoing Government support for the maintenance of basic village functions such as those performed by 

the village magistrate and village recorder; and 
• Need for Provincial and District administrations to work closely with the National Department of Lands and 

Physical Planning to develop relevant urban plan for Kiunga township to address housing and settlement concerns.   
 
 

The Publication and Media Release can be accessed on the PNG NRI website https://www.pngnri.org.  
 

Also, follow discussions and updates on our social media platforms: 
 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pngnri 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/pngnri 
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-research-institute-of-papua-new-guinea-nri-/ 
 
For enquiries, please contact Samuel Kehatsin on Tel: 326 0061 or Email: Samuel.Kehatsin@pngnri.org 
 

Authorised for release by: 
 

Dr. Osborne O. Sanida 
Director, PNGNRI
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