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MEDIA RELEASE 
Tuesday 16 July 2024 

 
         Unemployment is becoming a concern to development in PNG 
 
Many people in Papua New Guinea (PNG) are eager to work but struggle to find formal employment or have access to the 
capital needed to start their own businesses.  
 
The National Research Institute Spotlight Vol. 17, Issue 12, titled "Unemployment poses a significant threat to the 
development of Papua New Guinea" by Nellie Kati and Dr Philip Kavan, explores how unemployment can become a threat to 
PNG’s socioeconomic development, identifies vulnerabilities of  mass unemployment and suggest strategies that can be used 
to address the issue. 

Unemployment threatens development in PNG in the following ways: 
• It contributes to an increase in law and order issues, 
• An increase in the rates of dropouts from schools as a result of inadequate support from unemployed parents/relatives, 
• Government revenue reduced due to less income tax, and 
• Increase in the incidence of poverty. 

 
Unemployment can be addressed by the following: 
• Create more employment opportunities,  
• Create pathways for graduates and youths,  
• People who reach retirement age must vacate their positions, and  
• Have lifelong learning/education opportunities.  

 
Addressing these issues are crucial to address the issue of poverty, crime, insecurity, and loss of government revenue. Failure to 
address unemployment promptly could restrct the PNG’s progress and sustainable development. 

The Publication and Media Release can be accessed on the PNG NRI website https://www.pngnri.org.  
 
Also, follow discussions and updates on our social media platforms: 
 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pngnri 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/pngnri 
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-research-institute-of-papua-new-guinea-nri-/ 
 
For enquiries, please contact Samuel Kehatsin on Tel: 326 0061 or Email: Samuel.Kehatsin@pngnri.org 
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