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The way forward for privately-run early childhood education in PNG 

 
Early Childhood Education (ECE) is important for the development of a child especially in terms of providing the child with 
a strong foundation for academic, social and emotional growth. However, in Papua New Guinea (PNG), privately-run ECE 
centres have continued to face challenges. 
 
PNGNRI is releasing Spotlight Volume 18, Issue 1 titled: Challenges and the way forward for privately-run early childhood 
education in Papua New Guinea: Insights from Port Moresby and Kokopo by Dr. Kilala Devette-Chee and Mr. Hafford 
Norea, in which they indentify the challenges faced by Privately-run ECE centres and some possible ways to address 
these challenges. 
 

Key challenges faced by privately-run ECE centres include the following: 
• Lack of government support, 
• Unpaid volunteer teachers, 

• Limited access to formal training, 

• Shortages of teaching materials, 

• ECE Centres not registered with the education system, 

• Dependence on irregular funding,  

• Geographical and logistical barriers, and 

• Curriculum challenges.  
 

Some ways to address the challenges faced by privately-run ECE centres are the following: 
• Increase government support, 
• Formalise teacher training programs, 

• Provide teaching materials, 

• Improve access to consistent funding, and 

• Address geographical challenges. 
 

The financially struggling privately-run ECE centres in PNG call for an urgent need for stronger government involvement 
and partnerships with NGOs, businesses, and communities. 

 

The Publication and Media Release can be accessed on the PNG NRI website https://www.pngnri.org.  
 

Also, follow discussions and updates on our social media platforms: 
 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pngnri 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/pngnri 
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-research-institute-of-papua-new-guinea-nri-/ 
 

For enquiries, please contact Samuel Kehatsin on Tel: 326 0061 or Email: Samuel.Kehatsin@pngnri.org 
 

Authorised for release by: 
 

Dr. Osborne O. Sanida 
Acting Director, PNGNRI
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