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 What are the implications of having no Grades 8 and 10 examinations?  
 
The Papua New Guinea (PNG) Government made a decision to abolish the grades 8 and 10 National Examinations in 2024. 
This is another milestone in the education system, following the Tuition-Fee-Free (TFF) Policy reform in 2019 and the 
restructuring of the 3+6+4 Outcome-Based Curriculum (OBC) to the 1+6+6 Standards-Based Curriculum (SBC) in 2021. 
These changes are part of the government’s plan to have all students complete 13 years of schooling, with grade 12 as the only 
exit point.  
 

PNGNRI releases Spotlight Vol. 18, Issue 2, titled: Abolishment of Grade 8 and Grade 10 National Examinations in Papua 
New Guinea: Insights into the Potential Challenges to Implement it by Kilala Devette-Chee and Hafford Norea, which 
looks into the challenges that may be encountered in the education system.  
 

Eliminating grades 8 and 10 exams would bring the following: 
• Increase in the number of students and overcrowding in schools. 
• Teachers will face a heavier workload. 
• Remote schools already struggling will face more funding issues.  
• Schools will face infrastructure shortages. 
• No clear alternative assessment framework to replace grades 8 and 10 examinations.  
• Rural schools will face more challenges compared to urban schools due to existing inequalities.  
 

The challenges of the new policy can be addressed by the following: 
• Provide adequate funding promptly to enable schools to procure resources and plan effectively.  
• Invest more in infrastructure development such as classrooms, teacher housing, and sanitation facilities.  
• Develop and implement a robust monitoring and evaluation mechanism for assessing the policy’s implementation and its 

impact on learning outcomes.  
• Adequate attention and support should be given to rural and disadvantaged schools to reduce inequality.  
• The policy should be implemented in phases, starting with provinces that have better infrastructure and resources, allows 

for lessons learned to improve the rollout in other areas.  
• Develop and implement a well-defined alternative assessment system to ensure that student learning is effectively tracked 

and reported, maintaining the quality of education and student performance standards. 
 

The PNG Government’s decision to abolish the grades 8 and 10 National Examinations reflects a strong commitment to 
improving access and equity in education. However, this ambitious reform comes with significant challenges that could affect 
its success in achieving quality education if not addressed comprehensively. 
 

The Publication and Media Release can be accessed on the PNG NRI website https://www.pngnri.org.  
 

Also, follow discussions and updates on our social media platforms: 
 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pngnri 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/pngnri 
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-research-institute-of-papua-new-guinea-nri-/ 
 

For enquiries, please contact Samuel Kehatsin on Tel: 326 0061 or Email: Samuel.Kehatsin@pngnri.org 
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