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Ways to address lawlessness in Papua New Guinea 

 
The rise in lawlessness in Papua New Guinea (PNG) threatens businesses, government properties, and the safety of the general 
public. Besides straining the country's police force, the lawlessness also poses a critical risk to national security, economic 
growth, and the country's development. 
 
The Royal Papua New Guinea Constabulary (RPNGC) Development Plan acknowledges the shortage of police manpower and 
recognises the need to recruit more police officers. Meanwhile, the country's increasing population complicates the RPNGC's 
core role in providing effective policing nationwide.  

PNGNRI is pleased to release Spotlight Vol. 18, Issue 3, titled " Strategies to Address Inadequate Police Manpower and 
Capacity to Maintain Law and Order in Papua New Guinea" by Joe Harry. This issue examines PNG’s shortage of police 
personnel as a key factor hindering effective law enforcement and discusses actionable strategies for enhancing recruitment, 
training, and deployment efforts across the country. 
 
To address this concern, the following actions should be taken to strengthen RPNGC's enforcement capabilities: 

• Invest in modern policing technology; 
• Establish public-private partnerships for law enforcement; 
• Initiate an effective crime stoppers program; 
• Set up additional police training colleges in each region; 
• Implement decentralized police recruitment; 
• Enhance the police support infrastructure; 
• Strengthen community-police relations; 
• Provide incentives and support for police officers. 

 
Implementing these strategies requires strong political will to address police manpower shortages in PNG. This is particularly 
essential for restoring law and order in both urban and rural areas, focusing more on rural places, where most of the country's 
population resides and where crime has recently escalated.  
 
The Publication and Media Release can be accessed on the PNGNRI website https://www.pngnri.org.  
 

Also, follow discussions and updates on our social media platforms: 
1. LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-research-institute-of-papua-new-guinea-nri- 
2. Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pngnri 
3. X: https://x.com/pngnri 

 
For enquiries, don't hesitate to get in touch with Samuel Kehatsin on Tel: 326 0061 or Email: Samuel.Kehatsin@pngnri.org 
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