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To what extent can universities in Papua New Guinea cultivate entrepreneurial 
skills in their students? 
 
In recent years, entrepreneurship has emerged as a critical driver of economic growth, innovation, and employment 
across developing countries, including Papua New Guinea, where resources and opportunities are limited. With a 
youthful population and a growing demand for job creation, higher education institutions are increasingly recognised 
as key players in nurturing entrepreneurial mindsets and skills among students. In this context, universities are 
expected not only to impart academic knowledge but also to foster supportive environments that enable students to 
explore and develop entrepreneurial ventures. 
 
In the study titled “An Evaluation of the Efficacy of University Support Systems in Promoting Student 
Entrepreneurship at IBSUniversity, Papua New Guinea”, Promise Zvavahera and Emmanuel Aquino note that 
practical skills are necessary but not sufficient for student entrepreneurship success at IBSU. Their findings indicate 
that access to resources, mentorship, and post-graduation support are crucial. While the Student Entrepreneurship 
Programme (StEP) positively impacts student-led ventures, it also enhances the university’s reputation and supports 
local economic development. However, limited resources, scalability issues, gender inequity- particularly cultural 
barriers faced by female students- and insufficient post-graduation support were identified as some of the challenges 
that slow down the university's entrepreneurial assistance system. 
 
The Discussion Paper concludes that while StEP plays a vital role, enhancements in program design and accessibility 
are essential. It offers practical recommendations to improve university support systems and promote inclusive, 
sustainable student entrepreneurship. 
 
The Publication and Media Release can be accessed on the PNGNRI website https://www.pngnri.org.  
 

Also, follow discussions and updates on our social media platforms: 
1. LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-research-institute-of-papua-new-guinea-nri- 
2. Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pngnri 
3. X: https://x.com/pngnri 

 
For enquiries, don't hesitate to get in touch with Samuel Kehatsin on Tel: 326 0061 or Email: Samuel.Kehatsin@pngnri.org 
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