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MEDIA RELEASE 
Tuesday 30 July 2024 

 
Prospects and challenges of PNG’s Participation in the Australian NRL  

 

The Australian National Rugby League’s (NRL) invitation to Papua New Guinea (PNG) to join as the 18th team transcends 
sports, serving as a strategic move in the region. 

According to National Research Institute Spotlight Volume 17, Issue 13 titled “Soft power and regional influence: the role of 
the proposed PNG NRL team in geopolitics”, the author Research Officer, Hafford Norea, highlights the challenges associated 
with PNG's participation in the NRL as well as potential ways to address the challenges. 

The challenges associated with PNG's participation in the NRL include the following: 

• Inadequate quality sports facilities for rugby league;  
• Difficulty in securing funding to maintain a financially viable rugby league team; 
• The need for an innovative marketing approach to reach a broader audience; 
• The need for rigorous training and professional management practices;  
• Uncertainties associated with political stability, economic volatility, and governance; and 
• The lack of talent development initiatives. 

Strategies that can be used to address the challenges include the following: 

• Establishing a transparent and accountable governance structure to manage the PNG team;  
• PNG to invest more in sports infrastructure, training programs, and talent development initiatives to meet NRL 

standards and ensure competitiveness;  
• Collaboration with relevant stakeholders to ensure the sustainability of PNG's participation in the NRL;  
• Developing innovative marketing strategies and leveraging digital platforms; and 
• Building a strong fan base through community engagement and outreach programs. 

The Media Release can be accessed on the PNG NRI website https://www.pngnri.org.  
 
Also, follow discussions and updates on the reports on our social media pages: 
 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pngnri 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/pngnri 
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-research-institute-of-papua-new-guinea-nri-/ 
 
For enquiries, please contact Samuel Kehatsin on Tel: 326 0061 or Email: Samuel.Kehatsin@pngnri.org. 
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