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Assist teachers in upgrading their academic qualifications

In Papua New Guinea (PNG), some elementary, primary, and secondary school teachers do not have the minimum academic
qualifications needed for the job. However, each of the teachers is expected to upgrade their qualifications to continue to serve
as a teacher.

The National Research Institute Spotlight Volume 17, Issue 14 titled “Is the Government doing enough to assist teachers in
upgrading their academic qualifications”, by Michael Jimmy, Senior Research Officer, points out factors that restrict teachers
from upgrading their qualifications and some interventions that can be used to assist teachers to upgrade their qualifications.

The following restrict teachers from upgrading their academic qualifications:

e Teachers find it difficult to budget for further education from their salaries;

e Teachers do not often have enough information about the available sponsorship programs;
e DPNG has a cultural practice of caring for others; and

e Societal responsibilities.

Teachers can be assisted to upgrade their academic qualifications by considering the following:

e DHERST and NDoE should make more information on overseas scholarship programs available to the office of the
Provincial Education in-service coordinators (PEICs) for the convenience of teachers;

e Accessibility of the DHERST’s higher education loan program (HELP) must be improved and made available to PEICs
by the NDoE and DHERST for teachers; and

e Local for-profit and non-profit organisation’s study sponsorship requirement’s should be made available to teachers

through the office of the PEICs.

The Media Release can be accessed on the PNG NRI website https://www.pngnri.org.

Also, follow discussions and updates on the reports on our social media pages:

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pngnri
Twitter: https://twitter.com/pngnri
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-research-institute-of-papua-new-guinea-nri-/

For enquiries, please contact Samuel Kehatsin on Tel: 326 0061 or Email: Samuel.Kehatsin@pngnri.org.
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