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MEDIA RELEASE 
Wednesday 18 September 2024 

 
PNG is not ready to legalise the production of industrial hemp  

 
The production of industrial hemp has been legalised for medicinal, industrial and scientific purposes in some countries 
as a result of the increase in the demand for its products. However, some countries have been hesitant to legalise hemp. 
 
National Research Institute Spotlight Volume 17, Issue 16 titled “Papua New Guinea’s drive to legalise the production 
of industrial hemp: Are we ready?”, authored by  Associate Professor Eugene Ezebilo and Dr. Osborne Sanida provides 
a snapshot of why Papua New Guinea (PNG) is not ready to legalise the production of industrial hemp in the country.   
 
Key findings from a research on whether PNG should legalise industrial hemp 
 
In a research conducted by PNG National Research Institute which involved interviews of 1,306 residents of Kokopo, Lae, 
Mt Hagen and Port Moresby we found the following: 
 
• Most of the interviewees (75 percent) were against the legalisation of the production of industrial hemp in PNG.   
• Most of the interviewees (70 percent) believed that PNG does not have the capacity to regulate the production of 

industrial hemp.   
• Some of the interviewees thought that industrial hemp is the same as marijuana. 
• Production of industrial hemp is good for income for growers and government revenue but there is a need to have 

proper regulations. 
 
PNG should not legalise the production of industrial hemp  because of the following: 
 
• PNG does not have the capacity to regulate the production and marketing of industrial hemp in the country. 
• Inadequate information about industrial hemp and its products in the counntry.  
• Policy, guidelines and standards for managing hemp production are lacking. 
• The production of industrial hemp may be abused by some people. 
• Legalisation of hemp may result in an increase in opportunist illegal trade and production of hemp illegally. 
• Modern well-equiped laboratory for testing the CBD content of industrial hemp is lacking in the country. 
 
 
The Media Release can be accessed on the PNG NRI website https://www.pngnri.org.  
 
Also, follow discussions and updates on the reports on our social media pages: 
 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pngnri 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/pngnri 
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-research-institute-of-papua-new-guinea-nri-/ 
 
For enquiries, please contact Samuel Kehatsin on Tel: 326 0061 or Email: Samuel.Kehatsin@pngnri.org. 
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