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Youth definition should be uniform across all sectors

Papua New Guinea (PNG) does not have a standardised definition of “youth” and this poses challenges in addressing youth

issues across the country.

Currently, different organisations and institutions use varying age categories for youth which may result in policy

inconsistencies, difficulties in data collection and comparison, misinterpretation and challenges in program design.

In Spotlight Volume 18, Issue 8, titled, “The rationale for an alignment of the definition of youth in Papua New Guinea
with regional and global norms (ages 15-35)” released by PNG National Research Institute, there should be a uniform

definition of youth across all sectors.

The article author, Research Officer Joe Barak, believes that it is also difficult to effectively plan, budget and allocate resources
as well as monitor and evaluate the impact of projects when the definition of youth is different across different organisations

and institutions.

The paper recommends that the definition of youth should be revisited and suggest that ‘youth’ should be defined as individuals
aged 15 to 35 which will be in alignhment with PNG’s Pacific neighbours like Solomon Islands and Fiji.

Adopting this definition would enable PNG to more effectively compare intervention outcomes and assess the impact of policies

targeting young people.
The Media Release can be accessed on the PNG NRI website https://www.pngnri.org.

Also, follow discussions and updates on the reports on our social media pages:

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pngnri

Twitter: https://twitter.com/pnonti
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-research-institute-of-papua-new-guinea-nri-

For enquities, please contact Samuel Kehatsin onTel: 326 0061 or Email: Samuel. Kehatsin@pngnri.org.
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