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Have the Land and Housing reforms in PNG achieved their outcomes? 

 
Land and housing policy reforms in Papua New Guinea (PNG) have faced challenges for over 50 years. The reforms continue 
to struggle to achieve their desired outcomes. 
 
PNGNRI has released Discussion Paper No. 218, titled "Land and Housing Policy Reforms in Papua New Guinea: Have 
they achieved their intended outcomes?" by Dr. Lindsay Kutan and Joecy Kabiu. This paper intends to elucidate the 
advancements in land and housing reforms in Papua New Guinea since the attainment of independence, encompassing the 
achievements, challenges, and insights acquired throughout this process, while employing the drivers of change conceptual 
framework. This framework recognizes the diversity and robust cultural and traditional inclinations that evolve swiftly. 
 
The findings indicate that past initiatives by the PNG government to provide land for development and offer affordable housing 
are hindered by structural and institutional barriers and a lack of political support for reforms. 
 
The study recommends public-private partnerships and a whole-of-government approach to address the constraints of land and 
housing policy reforms. Effective implementation requires bottom-up approaches that encourage broad-based ownership of the 
reforms. 
 
The Publication and Media Release can be accessed on the PNGNRI website https://www.pngnri.org.  
 

Also, follow discussions and updates on our social media platforms: 
1. LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-research-institute-of-papua-new-guinea-nri- 
2. Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pngnri 
3. X: https://x.com/pngnri 

 
For enquiries, don't hesitate to get in touch with Samuel Kehatsin on Tel: 326 0061 or Email: Samuel.Kehatsin@pngnri.org 
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