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The misuse of Al poses a significant threat and it must be addressed

The rising misuse of Artificial Intelligence (AI) in Papua New Guinea is a critical issue that demands urgent attention. As Al-
generated content continues to proliferate, it poses significant threats to human creativity and the integrity of information.

The PNG National Research Institute's (PNGNRI) Spotlight Volume 19, Issue 5, titled “Addressing the Rise of AI-Generated
Content and Its Impact on Human Creativity, Trust, and Information Integrity in Papua New Guinea,” emphatically
warns that this rapid increase in Al-generated content brings both promising opportunities and alarming risks for the digital
ecosystem in PNG.

While some of the Al tools serve creative ends, they also facilitate the spread of misinformation, impersonate individuals, and
tarnish reputations. The author, Kebet Liven, who is the Assistant Librarian at PNGNRI, highlights the growing incidences of
using Al technologies to create deepfakes, fabricated images, videos, music, and text.

The publication raises crucial concerns regarding the challenges faced by local artists and content creators, but the impact is
widespread. The misuse of Al also affects both public figures and ordinary citizens, with women and young people particularly
vulnerable to deceptive and harmful online content.

As Al-generated content begins to mimic and overshadow original works, the livelihoods and creative expressions of these
individuals are at stake. With social media usage on the rise and digital literacy levels remaining low, misinformation can spread
rapidly, often eluding detection and verification by users. While there are existing cybercrime and ICT laws that offer some
protection, PNG still lacks comprehensive legislation aimed specifically at curbing Al-generated misinformation and deepfakes.

The publication advocates for stronger Al-focused regulatory frameworks, enhanced digital literacy programs, increased
accountability for digital platforms, and bolstered government capacity to effectively manage these pressing digital risks. It's
imperative that we act now to safeguard the integrity of our digital landscape and protect our creative communities.

The Media Release can be accessed on the PNGNRI website https://www.pngnri.org.

Also, follow discussions and updates on the reports on our social media pages:

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pngnri
X: https://x.com/pngnri
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-research-institute-of-papua-new-guinea-nri-/

For enquiries, please contact Samuel Kehatsin on Tel: 326 0061 or Email: Samuel. Kehatsin@pngnri.org.
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